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respond to member needs every day of the year.

After a three year site search we purchased a corner 

property at Cheves and Coit streets in downtown Flor-

ence. Our new home now has a “place” next steps are 

design and fund raising. 

Th e “Old Rules Don’t Apply” we have taken that 

message to heart. Although we have retained many of 

our traditional practices, we have changed the way we 

do business. Th e internet world has challenged us and 

we have answered. Th ree years ago we had a moderate 

level of traffi  c but it had been on the increase. Our goal 

was to become the #1 internet presence in Florence and 

we’ve succeeded; see for yourself. 

Step 1, go to Google.

Step 2, enter Florence.

Step 3, top of page, Greater Florence Chamber of 

Commerce.

We generated more than 3,300,000 hits in 2008! 

Top Categories were: Accommodations and Restau-

rants but our next top unique views were professional 

services! Banks, attorneys, real estate, insurance accoun-

tants were widely traffi  cked. 

Our investment of more than $45,000 put our one-

touch web site into the hands of many, many visitors. 

Th e pro-business advocacy role that the chamber 

pursues has resulted in the 

success of voters’ passage 

of a road improvement 

tax and a Sunday alcohol 

sale in restaurants. We are 

the business ambassadors 

of our community. Th e 

networking that so many 

value comes in the form 

of Business After Hours, 

seminars, and many 

events that promote our 

business agenda and our 

members’ best interest. 

We’ve been serving 

the community for 93 

years and we look forward 

to celebrating our 100th 

Anniversary in a new 

building in the heart of 

our community.

Th e Advanced Manufacturing Center (AMC) of the Southeastern Institute
photo courtesy Florence Darlington Technical College
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Th e Florence City-County Complex.
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CITY OF FLORENCE
Council  Members 

    Ed Robinson 

    Bill Bradham 

    Billy D. Williams 

    Frank J. “Buddy” Brand 

    Octavia Williams-Blake 

    Steve Powers 

   

Municipal  Personnel 

    City Manager, David N.  Williams 

    Clerk, Diane Rowan

For further information go to

http://www.cityoffl  orence.com  

For more information, including contact info for your 

councilman, call Dianne Rowan, Clerk to Council at 

665-3177

FLORENCE COUNTY
Richard Starks, County Administrator
Suzanne Sinclair King, Administrative Services Director
Kathy Nephew, Grants Coordinator
Connie Haselden, Clerk to Council 
Claire Spearman, Internal Auditor 
Sonya Simon, Executive Assistant to the County 
     Administrator 
Brenda Suggs, Administrative Assistant
Auditor--Wayne Joye                        
Clerk of Court--Connie Reel-Shearin 
Coroner--M.G. “Bubba” Matthews 
Elections--Michael J. Young 
Magistrate--Eugene Cooper, Chief Magistrate
Probate Court--W. Kenneth Eaton Jr. 
Sheriff --William K. “Kenny” Boone 
Solicitor--Ed Clements III 
Treasurer--Dean Fowler Jr.
For further information, please go to www.fl orenceco.com

PRESIDENT’S LETTER

CHAIRMAN’S LETTER

AREA CONTACTS

I have enjoyed my term as Chairman of the Greater Florence Chamber of Commerce. In implementing this year’s 

business plan we have engaged a variety of activities that support our mission of being the premier business pro-

vider in the Pee Dee.

Last year I promised new activities for the Chamber; and we’ve accomplished a great deal. Th e fi rst was the acquisi-

tion of a new chamber site at the corner of Cheves and Coit streets. We are now in the planning stage for that 

location. In the past our advocacy has paid dividends to the community. Our most recent was the tax referendum 

to fund enhanced roads; Pine Needles overpass is the fi rst project that was funded by our “One Cent Makes Sense” 

campaign. In addition our hospitality industry was helped with the ballot initiative that successfully allowed for 

restaurant liquor sales on Sunday. Th is has resulted in an increase in food sales and traffi  c, one restaurant had not 

opened on Sunday in 22 years and is now a regular site for Sunday dinner. 

In the fall we conducted a member event that garnered more than 100 new members. Th is was a tremendous eff ort 

and it required the full support of staff  and a cadre of volunteers to accomplish. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank all those persons that help make our chamber the best in the 

state. Th eir service is to be commended; won’t you please consider joining us this year? 

 Tim Norwood

 Chairman

CHAIRMAN S LE

A recent article in “Chamber Executive” magazine gave a key list of amenities and conditions for those seeking to 

relocate. 

Health care quality and costs.• 

Housing choices and costs.• 

Environmental Quality.• 

Signifi cant recreational, cultural, arts and entertainment amenities.• 

Overall cost of living.• 

Access to air transportation.• 

Crime rates.• 

Civic capacity.• 

Road availability and quality. • 

Our chamber is many things, we’re a convener, a communicator but even more importantly we are a promoter. 

When you look at the above list you can more easily understand why Florence is an attractive location. Th e role we 

play as an information broker is hidden from view because it is taking place on the internet. Our internet traffi  c 

increased 150% in one year!

It’s an astounding statistic; an increase of more than 1 million hits on our www.fl ochamber.com site. If you use 

Google, keyword Florence then there is the chamber right on top. Th is is a vital function for us. My staff  and I 

strive always to be the best, to be the premier ambassador for Florence. We’re proud of our chamber and proud of 

our community. 

 Tom Marschel

 President

PRESIDENT S LE
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FLORENCE
Florence is a city brimming with history, character, and South-

ern charm. Chartered in 1871 and incorporated December 24, 

1890, the original township formed as a railroad terminal. Th e town 

was named after Florence Henning Harllee, the daughter of William 

Wallace Harllee, the fi rst president of the Wilmington & Man-

chester Railroad. Today, Florence is a community with a population 

of approximately 33,000 residents.

Stephen J. Wukela

180 N. Irby St #605 Florence, SC 29501 843-665-3113

COWARD
With a population of around 650 people, the Town 

of Coward is a small and quaint place to live in South 

Carolina.  With a total area of just 3.4 square miles, it is 

a town where everyone knows everyone

Lewis Pate

P.O. Box 33 Coward, SC 29530

843- 389-2585

LAKE CITY
Th e Lake City tobacco market was established in 1898, and has 
grown to become one of the two largest markets in South Carolina 
today. By 1932, the town also supported the largest bean market in 
the world as agriculture continued to be a major industry.   In the 
years following, Lake City prospered and grew into a town with a 
population of 6,478 at the most recent Census, with the population 
within a fi fteen mile radius of the Greater Lake City area at over 
57,000. 
Today, Lake City is still the center of a thriving agricultural area, but 
has added a number of other diversifi ed industries as well.  Popula-
tion:6,478
Lovith Anderson Jr. P.O. Box 1329 Lake City, SC 29560 374-5421

OLANTA
Th e Town of Olanta is in the southwestern corner of Florence 

County. It is linked with Florence and Manning by US Highway 

301 and with Lake City and Johnsonville by SC Highway 341. 

Olanta is very near Woods Bay State Park which features a Carolina 

Bay complete with alligators. Olanta is a community of approxi-

mately 704 residents (2000). It proudly sponsors the Gator Festi-

val the last week of October. Olanta has a mayor-council form of 

government.

Betty Simms P.O. Box 396 Olanta, SC 29114  843-396-4301

JOHNSONVILLE
Th e City of Johnsonville is in the southeastern corner of Florence 

County, approximately 35 miles from Florence. SC Highways 341 

and 41/51 serve it with transportation.  Johnsonville is the nearest 

community to Snow Island, refuge for Francis Marion during the 

Revolutionary War. Th e City moved to its current site in 1911 to 

accommodate the Seaboard Airline Company railway. Johnsonville 

was not part of Florence County until 1921 when the County an-

nexed Johnson Township from Williamsburg County. Johnsonville 

is a community of approximately 1,418 residents (2000). Johnson-

ville has a council form of government.

Steve Dukes  P.O. Box 428 Johnsonville, SC 29555 843- 386-2069

TIMONSVILLE
Th e Town of Timmonsville is in the western section of Florence 

County, ten miles from Florence. Timmonsville by US Highway 

76 which intersects I-95 four miles east of the Town and by SC 

State Highway 403 which accesses I-20 about 10 miles north of the 

Town. Timmonsville sponsors the Country Christmas Festival the 

weekend before Th anksgiving.  Timmonsville is a community of 

approximately 2,598 residents (1994).  Timmonsville has a council 

form of government.

James Beard, Jr.

P.O. Box 447 Timmonsville, SC 29161

843-346-7942

QUINBY
Th e Town of Quinby is located three miles northeast of Florence. 

Quinby is served by SC Highway 327, which intersects with I-95 

about three miles north of the Town. Quinby is a community of ap-

proximately 965 residents (2000).  Quinby is a primarily residential 

community originally based upon two existing subdivisions- Quin-

by Estates and Quinby Forest. Quinby has a mayor-council form of 

government

Ashby Gregg, Jr. 611 E. Ashby Rd Quinby, SC 29506  843-669-

3031

SCRANTON
Th e Town of Scranton is located approximately 25 miles 

south of Florence on US Highway 52.Scranton is a commu-

nity of approximately 996 residents (2000). Scranton has a 

mayor-council form of government.

Terry Knotts

P.O. Box 279 Scranton, SC 29591

843-389-2222

PAMPLICO
Pamplico is a town in southeastern Florence county, South Caro-

lina.. Th e population was 1139 at the 2000 census. It is located near 

the Pee Dee River, approximately 19 miles south of Florence, South 

Carolina. South Carolina Highway 51, a secondary thoroughfare for 

traffi  c to Myrtle Beach, South Carolina intersects the town. Accord-

ing to the United States Census Bureau, the town has a total area of 

1.9 square miles (4.8 km²), of which, 1.9 square miles (4.8 km²) of 

it is land and 0.54% is water.

Gene R. Gainey   P.O. Box 296 Pamplico, SC 29583 843-493-5551

FLORENCE COUNTY

COMMUNITIES

AND TOWNSHIPS
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CHAMBER BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Tim Norwood
Chairman

Tom Ewart
Past Chairman

Frank James
Chairman-Elect

Jamie Carsten
Treasurer

Rob Ardis
Pee Dee Electric 
Cooperative, Inc.

RRRRRRRR bbbbbbbbbb AAAAAAAAAA diddididididdidiii Buddy Bateman
AT&T

BBBBBBB ddddddddddddddddddddddd BBBBBBBB tttt Rob Betler
S&W Manufacturing

RRRRRRRRR bbbbbbbbbbbb BBBBBBB llltltltltltlttlReginald Armstrong
Armstrong Wealth 

Management

RRRRRRRRRR iiiiii ldldldldldldldld AAAAAAAAAA ttttt Michelle Bailey
Health Facilities

Credit Union

MiMiMiMiMMiMiMiMi hhhhhhhhh llllllllllllllllll BBBBBBBB iiiiiiilllllll John Bankson
Wachovia Bank
JJJJJJJJ hhhhhhhhh BBBBBBBBB kkkkkkkkkRandy Altman

Anderson Brothers 
Bank

RRRRRRRRR ddddddddd AlAlAlAlAlAlAlA tttttt

Jeff  Helton
Honda of South 
Carolina Mfg.

JJJJJJJJJ ffffffffffffffffffffffff HHHHHHHHH llllllllltttt Vera Herbert
Carolina Bank
VVVVVVVVV HHHHHHHH bbbbbbbbbbb tttttt Frank James

BB&T
FFFFFFF kkkkkkkkk JJJJJJJJBilly Heustess

Th e Citizens Bank
BiBiBiBiBBiBiBiB llllllllllllllllll HHHHHHHH ttttt Robby Hill

HillSouth
RRRRRRRR bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbb HiHiHiHiHiHiHiHiH llllllllllllllll Ken Jackson

ReMax Professionals
KKKKKKKKK JJJJJJJJJJJ kkkkkkkkkkkDennis Hempstead

Cleanworld USA
DDDDDDDDD iiiiiii HHHHHHHHH ttttttt dddddddd

Mark Laskowski
Morning News

Tim Norwood
ADP Tax Credit 

Services

Jack Schuler
ArborOne, ACA

Jim O’Loughlin
Carolinas Hospital 

System

Anad Patel
Hotel Ventures

of Florence, Inc.

AAAAAAAAAA ddddddd PPPPPPPP ttttt llllll Buzz Rogers
WebsterRogers, LLP

BBBBBBB RRRRRRRFaye Nixon
SAFE Federal Credit 

Union

Miriam Swiler
IRIX Pharmaceuticals

John Turner
Hilliard Lyons

Irby Wilson
Orr Company, Inc.

Jimmy Wilson
First Federal

John Vincent
Start to Finish 

Marketing

Jane Weaver
SC Electric & Gas

Rick Wilder
Institutional Food 

House

Dr. Annie Brown
Florence-Darlington 

Technical College

DDDDDDDDDD AAAAAAAAAA iiiiiiiii BBBBBBBBB Tom Ewart
First Reliance Bank

TTTTTTTT EEEEEEEEEE tttttttJamie Carsten
First Federal

JJJJJJJJ iiiiiiii CCCCCCCCCC tttt Drew Chaplin
Palmetto Commercial 

Real Estate

DDDDDDDD CCCCCCChhhhhhhhhhhhh llllllllliiiiiiiii Scotty Davis
City of Florence

SSSSSSSSSS tttttttttt DDDDDDD iiiiiiiMelody Birmingham-
Byrd

Progress Energy

MMMMMMMMM llllllllll dddddddddd BBBBBBBBiiiiiiii iiiiiii hhhhhhhhhhh Anestine Etienne
Ramada Inn

AAAAAAAAAA tiititititiii EEEEEEEEEE iititititititt
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Tom Marschel
President

Homes are better 
with Natural Gas

Tour our virtual home at sceg.com. To enjoy the comfort, convenience 
and reliability that natural gas provides, call (843) 676-3600. 

2009-2010 CHAMBER STAFF & SERVICES

Susan Farver
CFO

Trish Pratt
Receptionist

Mandy Howle
Accounts Receivable

Gerry Madison
Small & Minority 
Business Director

Kristina Plunkett
Communications 

Director

Crystal Kirkland
Member Service

Director




